Our Jr. Kindergarten Classroom (4-6 year old students) utilizes both The Experience Curriculum,
as well as supplemental activities provided by our amazing Type 04 certified lead teacher.
Additional curriculum programs such as Learning Without Tears, Heggerty Assessment, and UFLI
Assessments are employed as students grow to ensure strong Kindergarten Readiness. Below is a
sample of the weekly curriculum employed in our Roscoe Jr. Kindergarten Classroom, and the
following is a letter from the teacher!

3ab. 7ab, 8ab, ¥abc, 144, 15abe, 1éab. 17ab, 19ab)
LITERACY
Shadow Show and Tell
o

SOCIAL EMOTIONAL FOCUS
We will continue to build skills in
working colaboratively with our

£

THEME: LIGHT AND SHADOW, LETTER L / NUMBER 23 DATE: MARCH 18TH, 2024

MONDAY
W will do our daily
calendor ond weather
activilies. We will review our
neort words. We will create
our circle chart for our laffer
of the week, L. We wil
citouss what shodows ae
and how they are made,
Qur teacher will uie o
fashight fo demonstrale

TUESDAY
We will do ou c
calendar and weather
activities, We will create o
circle chart for our number
of the week, 23 We will ok
about ight. Why i it
mportont? W will s
sources of ight we
encounter ecch day! we
wil create a t-chart

MORNING CIRCLE TIMES
WEDMESDAY
We will do our daiy
calendor and wealhar
activilies. We wil review our
hecrt words. We wil
axcmine the shodows of
different classoom items
wsing e fichiight ond cur
easel, Which abjects have
bigger of smaller Shadows?
Canwe change fhe size of

THURSDAY
Wewill do our daily
calendar ond weather
activiies. We will review our
hecrt words, We wil
Infrochuce ond discuss
prisms, and how they work
Ereck up light, Have we
seen anything outside that
may act ke o prism?

FRIDAY
We will do our daily

calendor and weather
oclivites. We wil review our
hecrt words. We wil use our

bodies to create

shadows. We wil measue

eoch one with o fope

measure and groph our

rewuin!

how objects make feahring natural ight the thadows?
shadows. sowces ond artificial kght
oUICEs.
We will leam the Heart
word:
by

WEEKLY ENRICHMENTS: TUESDAY: Music with WeeGroove WEDNESDAY: Spanish with Ms. Yesenia  THURSDAY: Yoga with Buddha Bely

ART/SENSORY PROJECTS

o We will create cur own
shadow puppels using

PHYSICAL GROWTH in the MOTOR ROOM
Teen Number Squares
Our teacher wil tape oul several boxes on the floor of the big room. Each box will be labeled with o teen numbar
12 ur teacher wil call cut o number, and we will race with cur friends to run into the oppropriate bod Our
teacher il then bagin 1o present the o3 using len frqrnuj and other crays! This movement oclivity engages
our lor system while e 35 we fun and then abrupty stop in cur
number bexet! It clso suppors the gr..rfh of our number recognition skils.

Guiding Shodows
We will break info pairs ond toke turns being the “shodow™ and the “guide.” “Shadows" will weor o bindlold and
be guided arcund and acrou a tidies of mats on the loor, This will help ut develop patience and comm
skils and encouroge our vestibuker development!

Heod, Shoviders, Knees, Cone
Wi will play this game with @ partner. We wil stond ocress from them. and our leocher wil place o cone betwoen
us. Our teacher wil then call out a command! For “head, shoulders, and knees™ we will iouch the comesponding
body part on ounelves, When cur teacher cali out, “cone.” we will race our pariner to grab the cone in the
micidlel Whosver grabs it first will win a pointl We will continue unfil ane friend recches five points.
This. aquires us 1o use cur listening and focus skils whike strangthening our coordination and
proprioception!

(1abe, 2abc. 3ab. 4, 5. 6, 11abeda)
LETTERS, SOUNDS, AND COMMUNICATION SKILLS
Weekly Task:
tBook
W will use our strips of poper to make the letter “L", Wie wil draw a picture of something that starts with
xdenslon:
on our own, We will also wiite words thot start with the lette

W wil wiite 0 lowercase *

Weekly Task:
LeHer Practice
W will practice witing an uppercase
“L” on our owr.
Extension:
Wa will proctice wriing lowercase “T° on our own, We will also proctice writing ow number of the week, 23.

Heart-Word Light table Match
Our hear words, wiitten on ransparent plastic, wil be laped o our school ight fable. Our leacher wil then pass
flasheards, with cur hear words witlen on them, to ech friend in our center guo.u We will place our Rasheards fo

cover the matching woed on cur ight foble
Extension:
W il identify the words verbally. Wa wil fhen wite o sentence inchiding the word (olang with punchuation) on an
accompanying record sheet.
This center activity confiues bo familiarize us with importont high frequency werds, 1l alio srengthens executive
lunchioning as we complete e steps of our fask with unique sersory input (ight tabiel)

Fiashlight Letter Hunt
Ourteacher will place a seres of letters fupper and lower case] around the chassroom. Using our flashighis, we wil
hunt to find each hidden latter For ecch letter discovered. we will verbaize the sound and identify the nome of the
gopheme,
Extonsion:

We will keep frack of the lefters we find by crosting them out on an accomparying st of the alphabet, Con we
icdenlity @ word tat uses the letter sound in @ medial or final posifion? Can we create consonant blends with the
letars we find?

This activity encourages letter identification and letter-sound connection. It bullds our focus ond cognition as we
work o stay on task while hunting oround the room!

them, crea '\gs nouettes.
*We i gﬁ:l’l and

off c'm create u
masterpieces

- \‘\-I, will submesge plastic
coins in water to
e reflections and

cxg
refras 4
« We wil use various ar
material fo create
rainbow mesaics

SONGS/FINGERPLAYS

“See My Shadow”
(5ung 1o the fune of “Frene
Jacque:

See my shacow,
See my shadow,
Mawve this wery.
Move that way,
Sea it do what | do,
Seeit do what | do,
It Tl me!

It fllows me

]
nd the sheet and

preser

35 ened using our
sl

basec on sihouet
= ways that light ond shado

Promph:

Me and My Shadow. ..

We will describe and llustrote an octivity that we would enjoy doing with our shadow, We will work fo explain why

we choose this activity,

Extension:
We will write our dictation on our own.
This prompt encourages us to moke reakife connections as we apply cur weekly theme to cur own preferences and
expariences. It encourages us to think creatively and imaginatively os we imagine on interacion with ouwr cwn

shadow!

Creative Expression:
Story SilhoueHes
Owur feacher wil have examples of different sihoueties at our table. We will then work with black paper 1o cut out
sihoweties of whatever we ke based on how we ore feeling. We wil gue ow creations onfo white paper.
Extension:

We will work 10 use our cutouts 1o fell @ persanal slory on our paper
hy will devedop our fine motor sidls ond help us explone the ways that our emotions can change how we

view and use simple things (our sihouettes!) 1o express curselves,

This acl

{3ab, 7ab, Bab, Jobed, 10ab, 1 labode, 12ab, 140,17ab, 184, 190, 25, 26, 27,
29, 31, 33)
MATHEMATICS, SCIENCE, PROBLEM SOLVING
Shadow or No Shadow?
object depicted ond decide i w
8 comesponding column ona
Extension:

for dociding where fo p
It encourages us o p o categarization

ol how the

Prompt:
SunBight versus MoonBight
As alarge group, we will look back to what we leamed duling space week 1o think about diferences between
sunfight and moonkght! Then, in our center groups, we wil respond 1o o prompt: What can we do in the suniight?
‘Whaot canwe do in the moonight? We will use vorious art materials to crecte an llustration thot supports our
dictafion,
Extension:
1 0N our own. We wil Glso ute creative and more abstract vocabulany 1o answer the
question: What does sunight/mocnbght ook ke
This activity encowrages us 1o fhink critically about our personal connections to different forms of ight ond shadow,
it strengthens fine motor skils as we work fo create o supportive Bustrafion|

We will wiite our dictati

Shape Silhouetes
Using cifferent obiects from our classoam, we will werk in small groups fo repicate different shapes in dhoustte by
creating shadews of our obijects with Bashights, (ex: we wil create a s by crecting o shadew of our
classroomn globe).

Extension:

We wil hace each shadow onfe o plece of poper and color in cur sihouette. We will labe! eoch shape wifh s

name [ie: triangle. reciongle. circle),
Tris activity wil refrash and review cur beginning concepts of geometry while encowrog
wes cieaver thal the shadew crealed by an object mey be diferent from the shape of
eneeurage: bo werk coaparatively wilh alhar as we ereale as many thapes o patsible
Investigations:
Prisrns and Reflections
In gur small center groups. we will use floshights and LEDs to explore vario
nout the week (disco bo

and lextures.
[3cb, 7ob, 8b. 0. 100k, 11abode. 12ab. 13, 190, ab. 21ob. 220, 23)
AFTERNOON CIRCLE TIMES
Wa wil read; W wil wa will read
“Hello - “George and His Shadow”™ “The Black Rabb#"
By So 8y: Philippa Lec

peers lowards a common
goal. We will practce using
wortds to communicate our
wants, needs, and ideas in
roup situations and activities
and will work on finding
compromises and solutions to

problems or dsogreements that
arse in play. We will confinue
discussing the importance and

value of respecting the niles

and ideas we develop and

Ogres upon as a communityl
|2abz, 3ab)

CLASSROOM UPDATES
* ‘We willuse wooden
blecks and Lego to
build structures we
think would cast
unique shadows,
We will then test

therm oul with a
flashlight!

We will use light
lables and
fransparent shapes
during center play
to encowage
exploration of how
light changes the
way we interact
with what's around
usl

We will use paper,
projector, and
classraom objects to
tell stories ina
shadow puppet
theaire.

& will read:
“Yel, Turn Out the Light”
By: Karma Wison




Welcome to the Roscoe Jr.Kindergarten Classroom!

Our classroom is thoughtfully designed to support the needs of children ages 4-6 years old. While a variety of
ages are hosted, we integrate and scaffold for kindergarten learning throughout all activities and lessons.

While we hold important large group lessons daily, the majority of our time involves small group work. Groups
of 3-5 students rotate through teacher-guided mini-lessons and activities, as well as curated play centers
designed to inspire creativity. This small group philosophy allows the teacher to adapt every lesson to meet
the specific learning targets of each student.

We provide daily pullouts and 1:1 lessons exclusively for our Jr. Kindergarteners! Each afternoon older
students work directly with the teacher, who additionally provides them with supplementary work to build
important skills.

We rely primarily upon the Creative Curriculum and State Standards to guide our teaching. This allows for a
focus on child-led learning while ensuring that students leave our classroom equipped with everything they
need to excel in their next academic environment.

Our learning domains are also designed to incorporate multiple curricula, allowing students to investigate,
explore, and build confidence on an individualized educational adventure! Please see below for some
examples:

* -Phonics and Literacy: While our Preschool classrooms incorporates daily
literacy lessons, we take this to the next level with our Jr. Kindergarteners. We
employ the UFLI curriculum, a method aligned with the Science of Reading. We
supplement this with concepts from Learning Without Tears.

* Mathematics, Science and Problem-Solving: We utilize hands-on activities
aligned with students' individual interests to make math and science exciting
and accessible! We explore simple equations, learn to tell time, perform
experiments and much more, all through the lens of children's real-world
interests and curiosities.

¢ Social Studies: We work hard in the Roscoe classroom to develop
understanding and respect for our school and greater community. Through
projects and investigation-based learning, we explore the needs of others, learn
about world cultures, and delve into history.

* Digital Literacy: Investigative learning is a strong focus in Roscoe. Under
supervision, our older students begin exploring and utilizing appropriate digital
resources to research topics of interest and to practice important skills.

Our school days also include focus on Arts Education, Physical Exercise and Social-
Emotional Learning. We believe that all children deserve to leave our Jr.Kindergarten
program well-rounded, prepared, and excited for the future!"

I look forward to supporting your child in their growth here at Kids’ Work Chicago Riverview!

Sincerely,



